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READ actively. THINK critically. LIVE thoughtfully.




AP English Language & Composition   
2008-2009

Instructor: Mrs. Lisa Huff    
e-mail: lhuff@batesvilleschools.org 
class website: http://pearlsandonions.edublogs.org



Course Materials

Students will need the following supplies for class:

· Three-ring binder with loose leaf paper and section dividers

· Pen or Pencil

· Highlighters (green, yellow, and pink)
· Dry Erase Markers (Students bring their own to use with the in-seat whiteboard exercises—where each student has his/her own whiteboard.)
· Sticky notes

· Flash drive:  This is not required but will help students in transferring work between home and school.

Course Overview

Advanced Placement (AP) English Language and Composition is a college level course that will equip students to succeed on the AP English Language exam and to thrive in college and beyond, to become critical thinkers, analytical readers, strong writers, skilled communicators, and apt technology users. The course focuses on nonfiction and rhetoric, the art of wielding language to achieve one’s persuasive purpose. Students will hone their skills in close, analytical reading, learning to examine an author’s rhetorical purpose and to analyze how the author achieves that purpose through rhetorical and stylistic devices. Ultimately, students will translate the same devices to their own writing, learning to write succinctly, powerfully, and with stylistic flair. Additionally, students will learn research skills including how to search for and evaluate sources, how to synthesize information from multiple sources into one’s own argument, and how to cite sources using MLA format. Though students will use MLA format for their own writing throughout the course, they will also become familiar with a variety of citation formats they may encounter in college and beyond.

Though nonfiction reading and argumentative and persuasive writing are the core elements of the class, students will read a wide-range of texts including prose fiction, poetry, drama, and technical and practical texts. Students will also write for a variety of purposes and audiences, sometimes in timed writings and sometimes in process writings undertaking the various stages of writing from inquiry and research to drafting, revising and editing, and publishing. 

Six thematic studies act as the unifying structure for the course. In each thematic study, students explore an essential question through reading a variety of texts. Two central texts ground each theme, a central essay and a classic essay. Included in the readings are fiction and nonfiction texts from varying time periods and visual texts ranging from cartoons to graphics to paintings. Additionally, students find and read related articles in their own research. Students also self- select and read a related book with a literature circle for each thematic study. This approach immerses students in reading a wide range of texts--fiction and nonfiction, prose and poetry, classical and current, assigned and self-selected--and encourages discussion and synthesis of ideas and viewpoints among several texts. 

Within each thematic study, Daily Investigations & Discoveries target specific skills-based objectives in grammar, close reading, writing, rhetorical and style analysis, and vocabulary, giving students in-depth training and practice to hone these key skills and to enrich their vocabularies. The vocabulary words are selected from the assigned readings and from the rhetorical and literary devices specific to assigned readings, allowing students to encounter the words in context rather than in isolation. Daily Investigations & Discoveries begin each class period and introduce or review skills via mini-lessons and individual and group exercises. The Daily Investigations & Discoveries will sometimes focus on readings within the thematic studies sometimes from excerpts from other sources, including released AP exams.
This course satisfies the requirements for both English 11 as outlined by the Arkansas English Language Arts Frameworks and for Advanced Placement English Language and Composition as outlined by the College Board. Additionally, the course adheres to the National Educational Technology Standards (NETS) for Students. 
Students may receive college credit for up to six hours by earning a passing score on the AP English Language exam given May 13. Students should check with their college of choice to determine particular guidelines as each college sets its own rules for defining what a passing score is and how many credit hours it will award. Additionally, students, as mandated by the state, will take the End of Level Literacy (EOL) exam March 10-11, 2009. Throughout the year, students will practice and prepare for the exam, which tests students’ mastery of the Arkansas English Language Arts frameworks throughout grades 9-11. The state requires students to pass the exam with a score of “Proficient” or “Advanced.” Students not passing the exam, must enroll in remediation during their senior year. Thus, in addition to preparing students to succeed on the AP exam, the course will also prepare students for success on the EOL exam.
Course Rules and Procedures

Rules:                         

Show respect.                           
Show responsibility.                  

Show self-control.                     

Show honesty.                          

Following the rules and expending effort in this class will result in a successful learning experience. However, the negative consequences of breaking the rules are listed, but not limited to: 

1.  Student/teacher conference,

2.  Phone call to parent/legal guardian,

3.  Noon detention with Mrs. Huff,

4.  Referral to the administration.

Procedures:

1. Bring everything you need for class, and be prepared to learn. You need your Independent Reading material, textbook and three-ring binder with you EVERY day.

2.  Enter the room quietly and on time and attend to assigned home group role.

3.  Homework assignments that are due for the day are posted on the board. If you’ve been absent, it is your responsibility to get hand-outs and assignments in your home group folder on your off-day so that you’ 
4.  Begin working immediately on the bell work assignment.
5.  Daily, write assignments in planner.

6.  Follow directions and participate in class.

7.  When working in groups, work quietly and productively.

8.  When transitioning from one activity to another, do so quickly and quietly without disrupting other learners.

9.  Remain in seat until dismissed by teacher.

10.Leave room in the same condition you found it.
Course Assessment

The course uses a system of assessment that evaluates students throughout the learning-- throughout a variety of activities and projects—and encourages students to revise and polish their work. Grades will be calculated as follows:
· Major Tests & Essays – 50%
· Each nine weeks students will frequently write timed essays in response to AP style prompts. 

o
For each prompt, students will write the first draft in class in forty minutes, emulating the AP exam conditions. Using the 9-point AP rubric, Mrs. Huff will grade the essay as a rough draft, assigning a grade as follows:

	      Rubric Score
	First Grading
	Second Grading (replaces first grade)

	8-9
	90-100
	90-100

	7
	85
	80

	6
	80
	75

	5
	75
	70

	4
	70
	65

	3
	65
	60

	1-2
	55 or below
	n/a


o
If students earn a minimum score of “3” on the first draft, they earn the  opportunity to revise/rewrite the essay to earn a higher score, which will replace the first grade. Note, the scores for the second draft are lower since students have extensive time to revise essays.

o
Students must turn in a typed second draft no later than three days after receiving the graded first draft. I will accept NO LATE assignments on these second drafts. 

o
I will grade the second draft as a finished, revised writing using the 9-point AP scale and will replace the first grade. 



· Quizzes, Classwork, and Homework – 20%
· Reading Journals
· Daily Notebook/Stamps
· AP Multiple Choice Practice
· Vocabulary Practice
· Active Participation in Literature Circles and Large Group Class Discussions
· Online Discussions

· Special Projects– 30%
· Researched Synthesis Arguments (2nd & 3rd quarters)
· Literature Circle Projects
· Collaborative Multi-Genre Research Project (4th quarter)
· Portfolio
· Blogs[image: image1.png]
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